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March 28—29:  Late Start Days 
WASC groups meet. 
Classes start at 9:15 a.m. 
 
April 2—6:  Staff and Teacher  
Appreciation Week Sponsored by the 
Parent Volunteer Association. 
 
Spring Break:  April 9-13 
See you back in class on Monday, April 
16th, a 1-3-5 day! 

Course Selection Deadline:  April 6 
Current students return worksheets to 
the counselors in English classes.  For 
incoming 9th graders, completed mate-
rials will be collected the first week of 
April by TPHS counselors visiting the 
middle schools.  Last date to change 
selection is June 1. 
 
April 19:  Campus Tour 
Meet at 8:15 a.m.,  Admin. Bldg. 

April 18: Principal’s Night 
7:00 p.m., Lecture Hall 
Join Principal Brett Killeen with your 
friends and neighbors as he addresses 
your questions.   
 
Star Testing April 24-27th 
See Test Schedule on p. 6. 
Testing starts at 7:45 in period 4 
classes. 
Classes begin at 12:20 p.m.  

T o r r e y  P i n e s  N e w s  c a n  a l s o  b e  r e a d  o n  t h e  w e b s i t e  e a c h  m o n t h  a t  w w w . t p h s . n e t  

 

By Jo Ann Schorn 
Olympiad Advisor 
 

For the eighth year in a row, Torrey Pines 
High School took first place at the San 
Diego Regional Science Olympiad, win-
ning 7 first place medals out of 23 possible. 
Torrey Pines now qualifies to advance to the 
State Competition on April 14th. Ninety 
amazing Torrey Pines students competed in 
the regional competition which was held on 
February 10th at Rancho Bernardo High 
School. This was the largest Regional Sci-
ence Olympiad competition of any county in 
the United States. A total of 57 teams from 
19 high schools in San Diego County par-
ticipated in the day’s events. This was the 
twelfth year that Torrey Pines has partici-
pated. The teams are organized and coached 
by dedicated parent volunteers. 
Science Olympiad competitions encourage 
team work and learning across a slate of 
events that are developed according to the 
national science education standards and 
other guidelines that are established by the 
National Science Olympiad Board and State 
Committees. Science Olympiad events are 
balanced among three broad areas of the 
Science Standards: 1) Science Concepts and 
Knowledge, 2) Science Processes and In-
quiry Skills, and 3) Science Application and 
Technology. The events include the follow- 

ing content areas: life science, earth/space,  
physical/chemistry, inquiry/nature, and tech- 
nology. 
Students built musical instruments, robots, 
airplanes, boomilevers, and other mechani-
cal devices! All were tested the day of the 
competition. Students were tested in a vari-
ety of subjects including astronomy, rocks 
and minerals, entomology, remote sensing,  

food science, ecology, epidemiology, and  
major science content areas. They used                
thinking skills and demonstrated applica-
tions in chemistry,  physics, oceanography, 
circuitry, forensics, genetics, experimental 
design, health concepts, technical writing, 
and mathematical problem solving. 
First Place Medal winners were: Brian 
Alford (2), Vivek Bhagwat, Michelle 
Chen (2), Victor Fan, Imura Haruka, Gil-
bert Hsyu, Nathan Koon, Kenneth Leung 
(2), Kevin Lo, Vimala Narasimhan, Haru-
yuki Sakurai, and Yasuyuki Sakurai.   
Continued on p. 2. 

Torrey Pines Captures First Place  
in Science Olympiad Again! 
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Principal’s Corner      A MESSAGE FROM BRETT KILLEEN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This winter, our boys’ soccer team was 
having an exceptional season—winning 
the league title, and progressing through 
the CIF play-offs. Their goal was to be-
come CIF champions, and they were 
well on their way. Along the way, how-
ever, we discovered that we had been 
playing one or more players that were 
not on the roster, and there was an eligi-
bility issue. Because we played an ineli-
gible player, we had to self-report our  

 
 
 

issue to CIF and forfeit our standings in 
the play-offs, as well as our last two 
games of the regular season. This was 
most unfortunate for our student-
athletes, because we know how much 
they have dedicated to the season and a 
sport they love. They were champions  
in the face of this adversity and we are 
very proud of them. True to their char- 
acter and sportsmanship, they supported 
our other teams in CIF by being there for  
them and cheering them on—including 
our girls’ soccer team when they won the 
CIF championship. We certainly do not 
want this to ever happen again, and new 
safeguards are being recommended and 
implemented to make sure that this goal 
becomes a reality. Should you have 
questions about this, or want to know 
more about these safeguards, please feel 
free to contact us.   

Continued from p. 1. 
 
Second - Fourth Place Medal winners 
were: Brian Alford (2), Brita Bookser, 
David Chen, Michelle Chen, Irene 
Cheng, Victor Fan, Stephanie Gerret-
son, Gilbert Hsyu, Kaitlin Kirkconnell 
(2), Regina Lam, Kenneth Leung, Philip 
Lin (2), Stephen Liu (2), Kevin Lo, 
Laura Loegering, Arden Madsen, Nata-
lie Moffett,  Haruyuki Sakurai, Yasu-
yuki Sakurai, Daniel Song, Christopher 
Wu, Caroline Yu, and Allison Zhao. 
 

Fifth - Tenth Place Medal winners were: 
Amin Aalipour, Mostafa Al-Alusi, 
Alyssa Beck, Emily Cai, David Chen, 
Michelle Chen, Stella Chen (3), Michelle 
Chow, Albert Chung, Jacob Cole (2), 
Victor Fan, Oliver Fang (2), Whitney 
Fu, Angela Gao, Sally Gu, Harding 
Luan, Imura Haruka, Gilbert Hsyu, 
Prabhav Jain, Kevin Kim, Paul Ko (2), 
Nathan Koon, Ernest Lee, Philip Lin, 
Brandon Liu (3), Stephen Liu, Kevin Lo,  
Natalie Moffett (2), Vimala Narasimhan 
(2), Pranay Rungta, Haruyuki Sakurai,  

 
 
Leonard See, Guhan Shastri, David 
Song, Myles Tamsen (2), Vanya Vesnijc 
(2), Michael Wagner  (2), Larry Wang, 
Sally Wang (4), Christopher Wu (2), 
Jian Yeung, Ling Yeung, and Jimmy 
Zhang. 
 
Eleventh - Fifteenth Place Ribbon win-
ners were: Amin Aalipour (2), Vivek 
Bhagwat (3), Brita Bookser, Helen 
Brown, Emily Cai, Jessica Chang, David 
Chen, Sam Chen, Irene Cheng, Ilya Gai-
darov, Sally Gu, Catherine Ho, Prabhav 
Jain, Andrew Kim (2), Nathan Koon, 
Kai Kuspa, Regina Lam, Hyunsook Lee, 
Philip Lin, Brandon Liu, Stephen Liu, 
Olivia Petrocco, Samvit Ramadurgam, 
Aarthi Reddi (2), Jae Rho (3), Vanya 
Sergeev (2), Julie Sim,  Risha Sinha, 
Vanya Vesnijc, Larry Wang, Lucia 
Wang, Iris Wu (2), Jian Yeung, and 
Jimmy Zhang.  
 
Other team members who contributed to 
the success of Torrey Pines were:  

 
 
Amir Begovic, Varun Chaturvedi, Justin 
Chen, Miriam Choi, Christina Denning, 
Albert Gordon, David Khaw, Rachel 
Kim, Monica Ko, Ani Kumar, Spandana 
Myneni, Austin Pogue, Natalie Prussak, 
Jinyu Song, David Sun, and Jeffrey 
Tsao. 
 
This great success was made possible by 
teamwork led by volunteer coordinators: 
Loveena Bhagwat, Azmina Madsen, Jo 
Ann Schorn, Sandy Petrocco, and Chris-
tina Cheng, and volunteer coaches:  
Mansour Aalipour, Beth Abramson, 
Mahvash Ardakani, Michael Brown, 
Lianggui Chen, Siqi & Victor Fan, Lisa 
Gao, Ibragim Gaidarov, Xiaomin Gong, 
Will Harvie, Nina Ho, Klint Kirkcon-
nell, Frankie Lam, Lisa Loegering, 
Aruna Myneni, Raj Pratha, Charles 
Prussak, Pani Ramadurgam, Jay Reddy, 
Masha Sergeeva, Yun Shan, Byeong Doo 
Song, Steve Wagner, Jim Wu, Sharon 
Wu, and Peter Yeung.  
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Principal’s 
Night 

 

*** 
April 18th  
7:00 p.m. 

 
Join Principal Killeen 

at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Lecture Hall on  

April 18th.  This is a 
great opportunity to 
meet the principal, 

find out what’s hap-
pening on campus 
and ask questions! 

Boys’ Soccer Team:  Winners, Despite Technicality 
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certo finals! Ilya Gaidarov and 
Kevin Qian (both 9th grade clarinet-
ists in the wind ensemble) in the San 
Diego Youth Symphony Symphonic 
Orchestra Concerto were in the finals 
Friday, March 2nd at the Neurosci-
ences Institute.  Ilya received 3rd 
place and Kevin received honorable 
mention. 
 
Congratulations to the USA Biology 
Olympiad Semifinalists—Phillip 
Zhang, Ernest Lee, Brian Alford 
and Rachel Ohman.  These students 
will continue competing for a chance 
to represent the US in an international 
biology competition.  Way to go! 
 
A problem gambling assembly was 
recently presented by the California 
Department of Justice in association 
with The Becker Institute, Inc., and 
the California Council on Problem 
Gambling.  This new statewide pro-
gram made its debut here at Torrey 
Pines H.S.  (See recommendations on 
page 7. ) A slogan contest was held in 
conjunction with the assembly, and 
Michael Dearborn (12) submitted the 
winning slogan:   
“Your future — Don’t bet on it.” 
 
The Best of the High School Press, an 
annual publication of the National 
Scholastic Press Association, featured 
two different special section spreads 
from the Falconer and the 2004-2005 
1st place winning FirstFlight literary 
magazine. Ideas That Fly, a yearly 
publication of Herff-Jones, our year-
book publisher, honors about 20 year-
books across the country for excel-
lence in design, concept, copy, and 
photography, and the 2005-2006 Free 
Flight (our yearbook) is one of the 
yearbooks in this year's book.  Bravo, 
Journalism students! 

 
 
 
 

 Congratulations to the wrestling team, 
which placed 13th out of 80 schools in the 
San Diego Section Wrestling Champion-
ships!  Daniel Kwitkken placed 5th at the 
tournament, and Curtis MacKay placed 
3rd! Curtis then advanced to the state 
championships in Bakersfield, where he 
won 2 matches, which put him in the top 
24 for his weight class in the state! 
 
Anna Pold, Jessica Schmitt, and Kevin 
Balch recently traveled to the University 
of Texas at Austin to compete in the 2007 
American Short Course Championship 
swimming tournament.  Anna and Jessie 
were members of the winning 4x100 med-
ley relay !   
 
Bravo to Gia Battista (12), who was one 
of the top 5 Finalists in the San Diego 
County English-Speaking Union Shake-
speare Contest.  The competition took 
place at the La Jolla Playhouse, Mandell 
Weiss Theatre! 
 
Six students and math teacher, Abby 
Brown, gave a presentation at the Orange 
County Mathematics Conference in 
March. Their talk was entitled "Teaching 
and Learning with Mathematica." Brown 
shared her experiences using the software 
program with her classes and the students 
shared some of their own class projects. 
The conference coordinators were very 
impressed with the students' math and 
speaking skills and asked them to return 
next year. 

 Pictured left 
to right:  Ja-
mie Ding 
(11), Saman-
tha Patterson 
(12), Karen 
Ye (12), 
Kevin Zhang 

(12), Cindy Piao (12), Kenneth Leung 
(12), and Abby Brown. 
 
Congratulations to the Girls Soccer and 
Boys Basketball teams, which won the 
Palomar League and went to CIF!  Special 
congratulations to the Girls Soccer team 
for winning CIF!   
 
Two TPHS Wind Ensemble students made 
it to the San Diego Youth Symphony Con-

Please congratulate the February 
Employees of the Month ! 
 
1. Thomas Hedgepeth - Business 
Teacher: 
Thomas is a valued teacher who has 
garnered respect from colleagues, stu-
dents and parents because of his work 
ethic, excellent organizational skills and 
impressive command of his content 
area. Thomas has developed a good 
rapport with his students and motivates 
them to succeed academically because 
they perceive him as fair, compassion-
ate and student-centered. Thomas has 
been a welcome addition to our staff. 
 
Jayme Williams - Counselor: 
Jayme is the perfect complement to the 
counseling team and to our faculty. She 
works tirelessly to provide excellent 
individual and group counseling ser-
vices to students and communicates 
well with parents, teachers and staff. 
Jayme is pleasant, accessible, resource-
ful, organized and articulate. She al-
ways wears a smile and sees the glass 
half-full even when she confronts chal-
lenging issues. We appreciate her dedi-
cation and service to our school. 
 
Diane Caron - Attendance:  
This is Diane's second year in the atten-
dance office at Torrey Pines. We love 
Diane's work ethic, her commitment to 
kids, and willingness to do a job per-
fectly. She's got a wonderful attitude, is 
willing and open, and is always ready 
with a smile. Diane makes a wonderful 
addition to the attendance team! 
 
Dawn Whalen - English Teacher: 
Dawn is always researching ways to 
improve her instructional delivery, 
content knowledge and rapport with 
students. She is a compassionate teacher 
who thrives on helping students across 
the entire learning spectrum achieve 
academic success and build their self-
esteem. We want to thank Dawn for her 
hard work and many years of service to 
our school. 

 

Please join us in recognizing these extraordinary 
staff members.  Pictured left to right: Jayme Wil-
liams, Dawn Whalen, Diane Caron, and Thomas 
Hedgepeth. 
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By Linsy Glassman 
Head Counselor 
 
2007-2008 Registration Update 
 

Counselors are currently visiting English classes to meet indi-
vidually with students to review and collect Registration Con-
tracts for next year. Please be sure to discuss your student’s 
selection and sign the Registration Contract review as we will 
only be able to collect those with parent/guardian signatures. 
Your thoughtful attention to course selection helps ensure that 
your student is enrolled in the correct classes for next year.  
 

The next phase of the registration process will begin soon, 
during which student requests will be tallied, teaching assignments will 
be determined and budget constraints will be assessed. Occasionally, 
some electives are cancelled due to insufficient enrollment. Students’ 
choices of alternates will be used when their first choices are unavail-
able. 
 

We will mail home a copy of each student’s class requests during the 
month of May for a final review of these requests. Students wishing to 
change a course request need to let their counselor know by the June 
1st deadline. 
 

Schedules will be available during Readiness Days in August. Sched-
ule changes will be made only for students who complete summer 
coursework or have to repeat a class next year that they failed or 
earned a D in this semester. Level changes may be possible if there is 
space available in the corresponding class.  
 

Summer School: Courses out of district 
Students, if you’re interested in taking a course out of district during 
summer school you need to see a counselor before enrolling. You 
need to be sure that the class will transfer to Torrey Pines for credit 
and that you are within the 30-credit limit for outside classes. You 
must complete an “Off-Campus Class Permission” which is available 
in the Counseling Center. After you complete the course, it is your 
responsibility to have the transcript sent to the Torrey Pines’ 
Registrar in order to transfer the credits and grade. 
 

Would you like to be a PAL? 
We need your help to make a difference in the lives of students on our 
campus! Peer Assistance Listeners (PALs) listen to students’ con-
cerns, give teen issue presentations, perform peer mediations, mentor 
new students and are involved in many other important and exciting 
activities. Listen to morning announcements or check the Counseling 
website for application information later this spring. 
 

Career Expo 
We are excited to announce the upcoming arrival of the 2007 TPHS 
Career Expo!  Community members and professionals will be visiting 
TPHS on Thursday, May 31st from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. to present 
information about their careers to our students through participating 
classes. All students will have an opportunity to meet with community 
professionals during lunch, where career booths will be set up, and a 
local radio station will be providing music. 
 

This is an exciting and fun filled opportunity for our community to con-
nect with our TPHS students. If you feel that your career is one that 
our students would be interested in learning more about, please con-
tact Jayme Williams at jayme.williams@sduhsd.net or Brennan Dean 
at brennan.dean@sduhsd.net . 
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Course Selection  Resources 
 

� For information about registration events and 
deadlines: www.tphs.net 

� For course profiles, graduation requirements, 
4-year plan options and more, TPHS College 
Career Center, 755–0125, ext. 2410 

� Your Counselor or current teachers! 

Dates to Remember 
 
March 26-29 – Parent/Student Nights 
     for incoming 9th graders — Opportunity 
      to meet with a counselor one-on-one! 
April 6 – Submit class selection  
     materials 
June 1 – Deadline to request  
     changes to course selections 

MiraCosta College Placement Tests/ 
Orientation & Advisement for Seniors 

April 3, 2007 
 

Seniors who are interested in attending MiraCosta 
College during the summer session or fall 2007 
semester, can complete the ENTIRE matriculation 
process required of all new students in one day at 
the San Elijo campus.  Students who complete the 
matriculation requirement early can participate in 
priority web registration and be among the first to 
register for summer or fall classes. 
 
1. Sign up with the counseling secretary to at-

tend the MiraCosta Placement Test. 
2. Complete an on-line application for enroll-

ment at : www.miracosta.edu.  Click on the 
SURF icon, and then click on the words: apply 
online.  Print out the confirmation page and 
bring it with you on April 3rd, along with a 
picture ID and your social security number, 
if you have one. 

3. Take the math and English placement tests and 
complete the orientation and advisement ses-
sion on April 3, 2007.  

4. Lunch and bus transportation to and from TP 
will be provided.  Bus pick-up is at 7:30 a.m. 
and return is at 1:30 p.m.  All students must 
ride the bus to take part in this special 
event.  Seating is limited, so sign up today! 
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Meet Officer Jacobsen 
 
With the opening of the new Carmel 
Valley police substation comes a 
friendly new face to our campus,  
Officer Jacobsen! Though TPHS 
must share her with 16 other schools 
in Carmel Valley, she is working 
hard to help solve traffic problems, 
act as a deterrent to thefts, and serve 
as a mediator, among other duties.  
Officer Jacobsen is making her pres-
ence known on campus, and has al- 
ready participated in the March 7th 
lockdown drill. If you see her on 

campus or out in the community, 
please introduce yourself and let her 
know how happy we are to have her 
as a new Falcon! 

 

 

 
 

                                                                                                                          
March 28 — GRAD Nite Meeting, College 
                      Career Center, 6:30—7:30p.m.    
    May 15 — deadline to submit  tran- 
                      scripts for any off campus  
       classes.  
    May 26 — Prom — TBA.   This is a Junior 
                      & Senior only event. 
June 11—15  — Senior  Week   
                     Activities being planned in-
  

                   
                   
                  clude a dance, the class trip, 
   and a picnic. Stay tuned for 
                  more details! 
June 14 — Mandatory Graduation rehearsal 
June 15 — Graduation, 4:00 p.m., Stadium.  
June 15 — GRAD Nite, 10:00 p.m. to 4:00 
                   a.m.  Check-In Time: 10:00 to 
                   11:00 p.m. 
     

Senior Scoops 

Seen Around Torrey Pines…   

New Donor Recognition Wall 
Center Picture:  Katie Pelisek, designer of Pathway of Pride,  

Betsy Schulz, designer and creator of the Donor Tree, and 
Kristy McCabe, who has worked on other projects with Betsy. 

 

 

APE Soccer Tournament, March 2nd 

The U. S. Marines 
Battle Color De-
tachment presents 
“The Comman-
dants’ Own,” the 
U.S. Marine Drum 
and Bugle Corps, 
the Silent Drill Pla-
toon and the Marine 
Corps Color Guard. 

 
 

Youth Problem Gambling Assembly 
March 8th 

College Career Center 
Dedication 

Loveena Bhagwat 
and Kaye Hentschke 

 

Music Department Honors 
 

The Wind Ensemble & Orchestra classes 
competed in the SCSBOA (Southern Califor-
nia School Band and Orchestra Association) 
competition @ El Camino High School in 
Orchestra on March 8 and 9. 
 
*The Wind Ensemble received an Excellent 
  rating in the A level w/ a Superior rating for 
  sight reading. 
*The Orchestra received an Excellent rating  
  in the B level with a Superior rating for 
  sight reading 
*The Advanced Strings Class received a 
  Unanimous Superior in the A level with a 
  Superior rating for sight reading. 
 
All of our Band Classes participated in the 
Music in the Parks Festival on Saturday, 
March 10 at Western High School in Ana-
heim. 
 
*The Wind Ensemble received a 97.5%  
  Superior Rating and won 1st place. 
*The Symphonic Band received a 92.3% 
 Superior Rating and won 2nd place. 
*The Concert Band received a 89.5 % 
  Excellent rating. 
 
Congratulations to all our music students! 

Cutting Edge Conversation 
with Dr. Vilayanur S. 

Ramachandran, M.D., Ph.D., 
Director of the Center for 

Brain & Cognition at UCSD 
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Our Chance to Soar! A MESSAGE FROM PRINCIPAL KILLEEN 

 
 

STAR Testing Schedule, April 24 STAR Testing Schedule, April 24 -- 27 27  
 
  Students will report to their PERIOD 4 class for each block of STAR testing. 
  All 9th, 10th, and 11th grade students will be tested. 
  Seniors do not report to school until the completion of STAR testing each day. 
  Students will not report to ZERO period from April 24 through April 27. 
  9th and 10th grade students will not report to school on Wednesday, April 25 until 9:50 AM. 
  9th and 11th grade students will not report to school on Friday, April 27 until 9:50 AM. 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, April 24             Time         Minutes 
ELA 1 (Grades 9, 10, 11)       7:45 - 9:35     110__ 
Break             9:35 - 9:40       5__       
Passing                   9:40 - 9:50      10__     
ELA 2 (Grades 9, 10, & 11)    9:50 - 11:40   110_ 
Lunch           11:40 - 12:10    30__ 
Passing                       12:10 -12:20     10__ 
Period 1          12:20 - 1:00      40__ 
Passing                         1:00 - 1:05       5__ 
Period 3            1:05 - 1:45      40__ 
Passing                                    1:45 - 1:50      5___ 
Period 5            1:50 - 2:30      40__                       

Wednesday, April 25             Time         Minutes 
Hist/SS (Grade 11)                 7:45 - 9:35     110__ 
Break             9:35 - 9:40       5   _ 
Passing                   9:40 - 9:50      10__     
Hist/SS (Grades 9, 10, & 11) 9:50 - 11:40   110_ 
Lunch           11:40 - 12:10    30__ 
Passing                       12:10 -12:20     10__ 
Period 2          12:20 - 1:00      40__ 
Passing                         1:00 - 1:05       5__ 
Period 4            1:05 - 1:45      40__ 
Passing                                     1:45 - 1:50      5___ 
Period 6            1:50 - 2:30      40__                      

Thursday, April 26             Time         Minutes 
Math 1 (Grades 9, 10, 11)       7:45 - 9:35     110__ 
Break             9:35 - 9:40       5   _ 
Passing                   9:40 - 9:50      10__     
Math 2 (Grades 9, 10, & 11)   9:50 - 11:40   110_ 
Lunch           11:40 - 12:10    30__ 
Passing                       12:10 -12:20     10__ 
Period 1          12:20 - 1:00      40__ 
Passing                         1:00 - 1:05       5__ 
Period 3            1:05 - 1:45      40__ 
Passing                                     1:45 - 1:50      5___ 
Period 5            1:50 - 2:30      40__                       

Friday, April 27             Time         Minutes 
Science (Grade 10)                7:45 - 9:35      110__ 
Break             9:35 - 9:40        5   _ 
Passing                   9:40 - 9:50       10__     
Science (Grades 9, 10, & 11) 9:50 - 11:40    110_ 
Lunch            11:40 - 12:10     30__ 
Passing                        12:10 -12:20      10__ 
Period 2           12:20 - 1:00       40__ 
Passing                          1:00 - 1:05        5__ 
Period 4             1:05 - 1:45       40__ 
Passing                                      1:45 - 1:50       5___ 
Period 6             1:50 - 2:30       40__                     

STAR Testing Season  
is Here! 
 
Spring is a busy time at all high 
schools in California, and Torrey 
Pines is no exception. After Spring 
Break, we enter testing season, begin-
ning with STAR testing and conclud-
ing with Advanced Placement testing.  
The STAR testing assesses students 
on whether they are proficient in state 
standards in English, math, social 
studies, and science. The results, cou-
pled with how our students performed 
on the California High School Exit 
Exam, provides us with an Academic 
Performance Index (API). The school 
receives an API for all students, 
schoolwide, as well as for each sub-
group. The subgroup data tells us 

 
 
which groups of students are doing  
well, and which ones need extra help 
to close achievement gaps. Individual 
students will receive scores that will 
fall into one of 5 performance bands:  
“5” is Advanced, “4” is Proficient, 
“3” is Basic, “2” is Below Basic, and 
“1” is Far Below Basic. The state and 
the federal government expect stu-
dents to score at least a “4” for Profi-
cient. A formula calculation results in 
our API, and the statewide goal for 
all schools is a score of 800 or above.  
Last year, TPHS’ score improved 11 
points from 821 to 832. We have one 
of the higher scores in the area and 
state, and we are very proud of this 
accomplishment. The following is a  

 
 
break-down of the high schools in our 
very competitive district, and their 
APIs: 
 

Canyon Crest Academy = 869 
San Dieguito Academy  = 840 
 Torrey Pines H.S.  = 832 
La Costa Canyon H.S.    = 806 

 
Our STAR testing begins on Tues-
day, April 24th through Friday, April 
27th. Please make sure your student 
comes to school and does his or her 
best. This is a very short test window, 
but our message to students is, “Be 
here, do great, and then prepare for 
the AP tests!” Thanks for your sup-
port! 
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TORREY PINES HIGH SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL  
By Elloise Bennett, School Improvement Program Coordinator 
 
Site Council Update –  
 
At our February Site Council Meeting, Principal Killeen shared that the February 
Choices Night had been a great success. We had large participation, with feedback 
from parents and students that a student panel would be helpful to include next year. 
CAHSEE exams administered on February 6 & 7 went smoothly with extremely good 
turnout, which will make CAHSEE make-ups in May very easy. CAHSEE make ups 
will be on May 8 & 9 and will only be for 10th graders who were absent or 12th grad-
ers who have not passed it.  He also spoke about upcoming improvements to perform-
ing arts facilities, a project planned in conjunction with our district and the art boosters, 
and a new football locker room structure. 
 
The Council also funded proposals totaling more than $17,000.00 Those include: addi-
tional cameras and equipment for Mr. Chodorow’s digital photography classes; addi-
tional computers for Mr. Brewer’s Computer Assisted Drafting lab; materials for 
classes such as the AP Physics, AP World course, the grade 9 Reading Support 
course, grade 10 English and physics; sponsorship of 5 scholarships for low-income 
students to be able to participate in the annual Catalina Island trip of the Science De-
partment; resources and funding for workshops for our new College and Career Cen-
ter; additional laptops for the Media Center to allow students access to wireless inter-
net when all stationary computers are taken; and substitutes to enable Ms. Brown and 
Mr. Hedgepeth to take students on a Hi-Tech Career Fair fieldtrip. 
 
The council also heard reports on the progress of the GATEway study skills work-
shops, student government, the Parent Volunteer association, and the district Site 
Council. The district Site Council representative spoke about: Online registration for 
high school; Lottery March 16 for academies; Aeries access trouble at the end of the 
semester and how the District is planning on avoiding that in the future; phasing out 
bus system from high schools for middle schools; and new Earl Warren programs. 
 
If you’d like to become involved, contact Elloise Bennett at   
elloise.bennett@sduhsd.net or join us for our meetings held every First Tuesday of the 
month, Room 205, at 2:45 p.m. 
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Torrey Pines  
Foundation 

New Address:   
P.O. Box  2489,  Del Mar, CA 92014-1789 

*   *   * 
Upcoming Events 

 
 

March 24 – “A Black & White Affaire” 
                    Annual Dinner & Auction 
                    Gala, Torrey Pines Hilton, 
       6:00 p.m. 

  April 28 – 14th Annual Rummage Sale, 
                    7:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
 

    May 3 – Sunset Soiree Volunteer Rec- 
                  ognition, 5:00 – 7:00 p.m., 
                  Tager Residence 
 

  May 23 – End of year Music Dept. 
                  Awards Ceremony – 6:30 p.m. 
                  TPHS Quad. 

June 5 -7 - Spring Concerts 
 

June 13 - Parent Volunteer Association 
                 meeting 

 June 15 – Last Day of School;                          
                 Graduation, GRADNite 

World Language Tutoring Available! 
 
Spanish:   Wed.   2:40 - 3:40 p.m.    Rm. 304 
French:     Mon.  2:40 - 3:40 p.m.    Rm. 407 
ASL: 1/3/5 days 11:55 - 12:35 p.m. Rm. 410 
Japanese:  Mon., Tues., & Thurs.  
                   2:35 - 3:35 p.m.   Media Center 

Anne-Marie Godfrey’s French  classes 
have been busy on the following pro-
jects, and all in French, mais oui! 
 

AP: Ma Passion, Fr III: Le Journal, Les  
élections, Fr. II: Les  
enfants, La  
Voiture, 
Le Carnaval 

 
 
 

 
In need of SAT  

diagnostic test info? 
 

A practice SAT exam will 
be administered on 4/21.  

The cost is $10.   
Sign up at the Student Store. 

Recommendations from the California 
Department of Justice and the  
California Council on Problem  

Gambling during March 8 Assembly 
 
If someone you know or love has a gam-
bling problem: 

Do stay calm and listen. 
Do offer your support by attending a peer 
support group. 

Don’t chastise or belittle. 
Don’t gamble with them. 
Don’t loan them money. 
Don’t expect an immediate recovery. 

Math Class Receives  
New Computers 

  
The Advanced 
Topics in Math 
II class received 
about 30 new 
computers in 
late February. 
The Lenovo x60 

Tablet PCs are a component of a partner-
ship between TPHS, Wolfram Research,  

 

Microsoft, and Lenovo. One tablet is 
checked out to each student for use in the 
math class, in other classes at school, and 
at home. The computers are complete 
with the latest software including Win-
dows Vista, Office 2007, and Mathe-
matica. Students can write directly on the 
computer screen and it captures all of 
their work electronically. The students 
will provide feedback to the partnership 
companies about using the tablets and 
software in a high school environment. 

Helpful Numbers 
1 (800) Gambler 

S.D. Hotline - 1 (866) 239-2911 
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Sun M o n  Tu e  We d  T h u  Fr i  S a t  

      
 
 
 

 28 March  29  30 31 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24  25 26 27 28 

29 30 1 May 
 

2 3 4 5 

              Our vision is to create a community of lifelong learners who make significant contributions to their world. 

 
Underlined dates  
indicate 1-3-5 block 
period days.  

* 

This newsletter made possible 
through the Torrey Pines  
High School Foundation and  
the generous contributions  
of this community. 
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   April 2007 

Parent Vol. Assn. 
9:00 a.m., Admin 
Staff and Teacher 
Appreciation 
Lunch, 12:00, TL 

ACT Off 
Campus 

 

 

 

Practice SAT  
(on campus) 

14th Annual 
Rummage 
Sale 

TP and LCC Staff and  
Student Basketball Games  

to Benefit  
Make-A-Wish Foundation 

April 19, 2007 
 

The ASB is sponsoring an auction, raffle, 
and two basketball games featuring  TP  

 
staff vs. LCC staff  (6:30 - 7:30 p.m.) and 
TP students vs. LCC students (8:00 - 9:00 
p.m.) on April 19th in the TP Gym. Enter-
tainment will be provided by TP and LCC 
Cheerleaders and the TP Dance Team. Pro-
ceeds from the event will benefit two chil-
dren from the Make-A-Wish Foundation. 

 
This is the 4th year the two schools have 
worked together on this event, and in previ-
ous years they have been able to grant the 
wishes of 6 special children through their 
efforts. Bring your friends for a wonderful 
evening! Admission is $5 with ASB card, 
and $7 without. Doors open at 6:00 p.m. 

Spring Break  4/9 to 4/13 —  No School 

Course  
Selections Due 

Star Testing Star Testing
  

Star Testing 
Newsletter Col-
lating 

Star Testing 
Last day to 
sign up for 
June 2 SAT 

School  
Board Meeting, 
6:30 p.m.,  
District Office 

Site Council-
Meeting, 
2:45,Room 205 

Site Council 
Meeting, 2:45, 
Room 205 

SAT & Sub-
ject Tests, 
TPHS 

Sunset Soiree 
Volunteer  
Recognition 

TPHS Foundation 
Board Mtg. 
Staff and Teacher 
Appreciation 
Breakfast 

Late Start 
 

Late Start 
Last day to sign  
up for May 5th SAT 

Principal’s 
Night, 7:00 
p.m., Lecture 
Hall 

Campus tour, 
8:15 a.m. Admin. 
Make-A-Wish 
Benefit, 6:30 p.m. 
Gym 


